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The PREFACE: 


" Oneſt and Induſtrious Trathique has been the 

Uſage and the Praiſe of many Nations ; And 
2n this all Countries ſeem Agreed, that their 
Wealth and Strength are Begun , Continued 
and Increaſed by it: A Truth common Experience 
daily Confirms : For this hath made and 1s making many 


Subjetts proſper in Trade. The very Indian Princes 
AYE Now convenced of this Truth, which makes rhe King 
of Bantam ſend his Embaſſladour here. This is like= 
wiſe the Reaſon, why many conſiderate men have thought 
fit to poyn themſelves in a SOC1ety of Trade in Penn- 
filvania ; which after ſome Difficulty they have Accom- 
pliſhed. But this may be modeſtly ſaid, It is a very 
Unuſual Society, for 1t # an Abſolute Frec 
One, and in a Free Country : A Society without 
Oppreſson ; wherein all may be concerned that will ; and 
yet have the ſame Liberty of private Traffique, as 
though there were nO SOCiety at all. So that this 
SOCICLY 75 Calculated both to Promote the Publique 
Good, and to Encourage the Private. And indeed it 
ſeems not paſsible, that Province ſbould be In 
proved in many Tears wikghout it, azit is like to be ine 
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0 The PREFACE. 


few Years by it. However, 1t is ſuch a SOCICEY, 0s can 
ao harm to none ; but may ao good to all : Which a ſert=. 
ous peruſal of the Government of 2t wil! plainly Evince 
tn the conſiderate and Ingemous. We may add, that tis 
no (mall Convemency and Eaſe to the minis of Planters 
(happily unacquainted in Trade) that they may bave ſome 
part of their Eſtates improving 2» a» united way 
_ and Care, whilſt they thereby may with leſs Diſtra#ion | 
and more Freedom of Spirit, apply themſeloes to thetr par= Il 
ticular Plantations. For bere a few Hands ds the 
Wark of the whole; and by this boneſs and free Device, 
the whole will be furmſh'd freſh and freſb, from time to 
time in the nature of a Bank. This Union of Trat- 
tique prevents Emulation ; for every One is Intereſted 
in every Ones proſperity; and the Profit muſs be greater |. 
and furer ; and Navigation, Manufacture and 
Arts better Improved, thanby the Force of private and 
divided Stocks. To Conclude, 'tis an Enduring 
Eſtate, and a laſting as well as certain Credit : a Por- 
tion and Inheritance that is Clear and Growing ; | 
free from the miſchief of Frauds and Falle Securi- 
_ ties; ſupported by the Concurrent Strength and 
 Careyf a great azd prudent Body, 4 #nd of per= 
petual Fraittees ; the Friend of the Widdow and the 
Orphan, for 7t takes no advantage of Minority or 
Simplicity. Theſe and many more great Advantages 
_Arerew ta & Society ſo Freely Conſtituted as this ap= 
pears to be by the enſuing Articles of Agreement, which 
are Impoled on noze, but recommended zo all with 
this a(ſarance, that nothing # bereby intended , but what 
33 contiitent with Juſtice ,aud Prudence ; 79 the 


beſt 


The PREFACE. 
beſt of their Skills that were concerned in the Framing 


of it : And 1t is hoped that the Improvements which 
may accrew by it, will prove of no ſmall advantage to 


that Country, and Old England fromwhom it takes its 
Original. 

To which Reaaer, it may not be improper to add, that 
this Society #endowed with divers Immunities and 
Priviledges, y Grant and Charter from William 
Penn the Governour of that Province. 


#. 
London, 25. 1 Mo. called March, 1682. 


Nicolas More, 
James Claypoole, 
Philip Ford. 
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\TICLES, 
Settlement and Offices 


Of the FREE 


TRADERS 
PENNSILVANIA, « 


. 
F 


T is Agreed, That the Firſt General Court ſhall be heldat 

[ondon, upon the Twenty Ninth of the Third Month called 
May, 1682.” And forever after, the General - Court ſhall 
be held'on the Firſt Fifth Day called Thurſday inthe Ninth 

Month ( November”) every Year after in the Capital City 
mn Pennſulvania, where Votes ſhall be Received by Letters to the 
<ocicty's Secretary ſom All that )dot net appear there perſonally , 
tor the chuſing of Officers : Which Votes thall be Regulated by 
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: ſhall be «cerpred 


TIM PRIMIS. 


That none in England ſhall have above One Vete, wharever 
Sum they Subſcribe ; unleſs they have a Share of Land in Peny- 


_ fiulvania, at leaſt Ore thouſand Acres of their uwn, with ſome [n- 
habjteuts wpon 
portiefably co their Srocks, as itt the tollowihg Article. 


it: In ſuch Caſes they ſhall have thei Votes pro- 


ARTICLE II. 


T hat alf that are Inbabitams in Pennſilvania, ſhall have for 


two Twenty five pounds, one Vote; and cach Fifty pound ſingle, 


one Vote; one hundred pounds, two Votes ; three hundred pounds, 
three Vorts, and fiene more. 


” ARTICLE II. 
© That the Book of Subſcriptions ſhall be open here in Exg 


_ ill the twenty ninth day of the fourth Month called Fune, One 


thouſand fix bundred eighty two, and no longer. And in Penn- 
filvania from the Arrival of the firſt Ship belonging to the So- 
ciety for ſix Months after, paying fifteen per CensSteriing in Conſide- 


ration of the Kiſco Run by the Soczety by ſuch as Subſcribe with- 


in thirty daies, amd for every Month after one per Gent. to be 


_ 4dded ro value of the Cargo. 


SETICLE IV. 


That none ſhall Subſcribe in the Societys Stock, les than twenty 
e Joyn OR and make up the tWer- 

ty five ponnde ( provided it be ſubſcribed in one man's name) it 

of bug in that Name only. 


ARTICLE Y, 


'Thar at the firft General Court or Aſſembly held as aboveſaid 


( viz. the twenty ninth of the third Month alias May, 1682. ) 
all the Subſcribers here in England ſhall Confirm their Subſcriptions, 


which ſhall be by the depoſiting five per Cent. as a part of _ 
wW 


ds ARR, DR oe. eco ed ed 


The Free Society of Traders, 


a... 


The Free Seciety of Traders, %c. 
which ſhall then be Agreed on to be paid within a Month after. 
| And at that tnne ſhall be Choſen the Officers of the Sccicty, wiz. 
The Preſident, the Deputy, rhe Treaſurer, the Secretary and rwelve 
Conmittee-men, whereof any Five and the Preſident or his Deputy 


ſhall make a Quorum. 
ARTICLE VI 


- . 
» bo ww : , - y id . 
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by 
That all the Committee-men ſhall have but oze Vote a piece in the by 
Committee, whatever their Stock be ; and the Preſident or the Deputy, I. 
if the Votes be Equah, ſhall have the Caſting Voice, pe 
Ko 
ARTICLE VII. ; 
That at ſeven years end, from the time of ſputting the Book in >» 
Pennſilvania, 1t ſhall be opened again for New Subſcribers; and fo by 
to Continue for every ſeven years 3 a due Valuation of the Stock 8. 
being firſt made by the Committee, that ſo every one may Sub. F 
ſeribe according to the Valuation then Agreed on, , 
___ A'RTICEE» VII. I 
That Two hundred Servants be ſent away the firft Tear, of ſuch X 
| Trades and Capacities as may be moſt for the benefit of the Society ; S 
which is to be Adjudged by the Committee. X 
; MW 
ARTICLE: IX. 
That it ſhall be Lawful for any one that has Subſcribed, to add X 


to their Subſcription betore the Month is out, what Sum they pleaſe. 


That none ſhall be Preſident, Depnty or Treaſurer, that have 
not five thouſand Acres of Land in Pennſilvania of their own, and 
one hundred pound in the Societies Stock. 


ARTICLE XL 


-  Thatthe General Officers ſhall continue for the Firſt ſeven years, 
a Lie 3h | | 'C | | an 
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| Keepers, Clerks, Book: Keepers, FaGors, at 


 wice of the Society. 


Lye Free Scciety of Traders, &c. 


and then a new Elz&ton thall be made, they. being fixed in their 


Abode in the Soczety's-Houſe, thene to act tor the Society, wihour 
change of their power 1n Priz4ledges, except they do Cammir any 
act deſtrufiive or prejudicial to the Real Intereſt ofthe. Socitty, which 


firſt is to be proved ſufficiently in the Court of Aſſiſtants ;; and then 


the Offender or Offenders are to be-dilmitled, and the Court of Af: 
i/tants to chuſe anofher, who is td Conrtinae til] rhe Gererl Court ; 


which Court of Aſſiſtants ſhall yearly be Choſen and added to the 


Committee. 
P ARTICLE: XI... 
That the Preſident ſhall Call rogether the Conrt of Aſſiſtants to 


help and adviſe1n any Emergent occaſions relating to the Scciety, 
as To receive more Money, To make a Dividend, To chuſe new Officers 
in'Caſe of Death, To fettle new Fa&ttories, Toenter upon Mines, Build 

| | 


Sbrps, &e, 
— [ARFIQLE XL. 
| TheC ommittee ſhal}/ che all Tyfrionr 9 ers, as Store-Houſe- 
ome and abroad; then 
they ſhall direct, what ſhall be: Planted, Built, '&c  ... 
"AR-FICLE XIV. 
| That all Forfeitzxds, that ſHialf ariſe; ſhall be Employed upon 


che Improvement of a parcel of Land alloted for the maintenance of 
ſuch their” Wives and Children, who have been diſabled in the. ſer- 


FN 


ARTICEE XY. 


That the Society's Books, Patents, Records and original Papers 


bekept in a Convenient place in the Houſe under three , Locks and 
| Keys, one whereof ſhall be kept by the Preſident or Deputy, the 


other by the Treaſarer, the third by the Eldeſt Committee-man. 


ARTICLE XVI 
ſhall not be Tntriiſted 


That theſe Books, Papers and Patent, &c. 
| in 


F HED LO v OY a9 ® a=. «<>\ x an wy 43 - 
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TL 5e Free Society of Eraders, &c 


tn the hand of any finple perſon tor Jonger {pice thas to tranſcrib? 
any part of it 11 the day time, and m the Houle betore ſome owe 
or #:ore appointed by the Committee ; andthit the Bookkeeper hall 
only have Copzes of them, which may bs. Viewed or Perulcd once 
: Month by any Member of the Society, W ho deliccs it 2 All Originals 


.to be kept as before. 
ARTICTE XVII 


That Security ſhall be taken of the Treaſurer and of all Servants 
relating to the Soczety, that is, fuch as have any Truſt Committed 
unto-them, as Agent, \tore-keepers, Ship-Maſters, C Clerks, Ovr- 
Fecrs and Servants, &c. and choſe to be given by Perſons of | Known 
Honeſty and Fſtate. And thoſe ſervaitts ſhall be bound to &-cp the 
ſecrets of the Houſe, that 1s, not to give Intelligence to any Fcr{on, 
no, not to any Member of the Society ( without leave firſt hs 
tained | mn in the Committee) upon forfeiture of their Joanie) 


ARTICLE Xi 


That if the Soczety ſhould receive Blacks for ſervants, they ſhall 
make them free at fourteen years end,upon Conſideration that they 


{hall gave. 1nto-the Sorzety's W, are-bouſe two thirds of what they are 
Capable of producing on ſuch a parcel of Land as ſhall be allotted 
Rk by the Society, with a ſtock and neceſfary Tools, as ſhall be 4d- 
judged by the Society's Surveyor. And if they will nor accept of 
thele terms, they ſhall be /: roants $00 they will accepe it. 


ARTICLE XIX. 


That) no Mineral Undertaking ſhall be begun by the C ommitte 
without the approbation of the General Aſſembly. 


ARTICLE XX. 


| That the Committee ſhall at every Tearly Meeting of the General 
Court diſcover. the, Incouragement or Diſcouragement they meet with 
in the Coutle of their Trade both at home and abroad. 
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T he Free Socicty of Traders, &c 


ARTICLE XXI 


"That the Society may ſet up two or wore General Fatfories in Penn- 


 filvania, one upon Cheaſapeak-Bay, and the other upon Delaware 


River, or where elle the Committee ſhall ſee neceſlary for the more 
ſpeedy Conveyance of GooJs in the Country and Mary-land : but that 
the Government of the whole be in the Capital City of Pennſilvania. 


ARTICLE XXII. ” 
That the $ ociety ſhall be Aſſiſting to the Indians in their ſctling 


in Towns and other places, both by Advice and Artificers. 


ARTICLE XXIIL 


That there ſhall be Twenty four Aſſiſtants added to the Conte 
mittee,whercof twenty and the Preſident or Deputy makes a Quorum. 


\ 


ARTICLE XXIV. | 


"That the Firſt Aſſembly inthe Province of Pennfilvania (hall be 


deſired to wu the Patent Granted by the Gowernour to this Sg- 


of Aſſembly. 


ARFICLE XXV: 


That all the Members of the Committee and Court of Aſſeftants 


cietybyan A 


ſhall have timely. and ſufficient notice and ſummons in writing left 


at their Dwelling, of every intended Court, to prevent Indiret and 
unjuſt Proceedings. 


ARTICLE XXVL 


That all and every one, who have ſubſcribed any ſum in the So- 
ciety's-flock , and ſhall not after the ſecond ſummons bring in their 


| ſecond Payment, ſhall be incapable of diſpoting of that part in the 
- flock betore disburſed ; but the Society ſhall diſpoſe of the ſame 


unto 


od 


| there be more. 


The free Sociciy 7 Traders, &c 
unto :ch who will fulbll che 4_reement in all payments; they only 
being Capable of Recciving their firit Penny or disburſemer.t. Al- 
waies excepteq ſuch, who chrough any Calanities have been re- 


duced to Poverty, whereby they are Rendred I:capable ro fultill 
theſame ; that then the thing being proved before a Committee, 


they ſhall have power to ſell the fame to the beſt Aivantage. And 
as this is Agreed on for the ſecond payment, lo it 1s ol all others, it 


ARTICLE XXVil. 


That there ſhall be in England a Chief Agent, Saperiour to all 


| Agents or FaGtors belonging to the ſaid Society, that are in Exrope, 


unto whom the Soczety thall direct their Letters and conlign their 
Goods : Heſhall have a Council of ſix FaGors, one of which ſhall 
be his Deputy. This Council ſhall, with him, Refide in London ; 
and ſhall onall occaſions meet to Adviſe together, how to dilpoſe 
of the Soctety's Goods, and buy ſuch Goods as the Srciety ſhall di- 
re to be bought, ta Execute all other Orders, as ſhall be required 
of him or them. And to give every FaGor his Conmiſſzon, how to 

roceed in what pertains unto his place + So that all and every one 


of them ſhall A& by the Advice of the Chief Agent, and he by the 


| Order of the C.,mmittee in Pennſilvania; All thele being Choſen by 
the General Aſſembly, they giving good and ſufficient ſccurity to the 
Society for their true and faithful ſervice. 


ARTICLE XXVIIL 


That the Preſedent, Deputy, Secretary, Treaſurer, Surveyor and 


all the Servants of the Society ſhall bring into the Society's Ware-' 


houſe, what Peltry they buy of the Indians in their Reſpective Plan- 
tations with their own private Goods : This ſhall be Entred in the 
Books of the ſeveral Offices to prevent Fraud. Thoſe Goods ſhall 
be ſent over with the Society's Goods, and ſhall have what Return 
they will for the ſame, allowing to the Society, Fraight, Fa&Jo- 
rage, &C. 
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The Free Society of Traders, &c. 


ARTICLE aux 


Thar it ſhall be Lawful for all, who will bring their Goods to 
the Socrety's Ware-houfe, fo todo and to have the ſame Returns, as 
they tha}l defire. This being granted and Allowed, will bring in 
molt of the Conntries Goods 1n the Society's hands, which will in 
time prove the great Advantage of the Society ; and moſt Fmi- 
nently to the Planters, who arc not able to {end into England, 
_ where poſlibly they may be deceived by their Fa&ors or Attorneys, 


they having in the Society the greater ſecurity Imaginable tor their 


Effefts. 
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Some of the Officers and Offices for the SOCIETY, 
Viz. Preſident, Deputy, Treaſurer, Agent, Secre- 
tary, Surveyor, Twelve ( ommittee-men, (hyrar- 

gron, Fattors, Clerks, Overfeers, Meſſengers, Por- 


ters, Butchers, Water-men, Carr-men, &c. 


The Four Offices for the Soctety. 


The Secretary Office, 


FOO this Office ſhall belong the Book-Keeper, the Fadfors, Chyrurgeon, 
| Clerk ot all Offices, Mefjengers, Overſeers, Watet-mern. The Secre-_ 
tary (hall be alwaies ready to recetve Orders of the Prefident or Depnty for 
the Execution of all Farrants to be Iflued out abroad, to write al;Letters, 
| &c. forthe Society's Service, and to dired the Plantations in their, Dutics, 
as the Preſident and Courts are Agreed on to be done: As when any Ships 
are gvirg Oxt, thento write to Fatfors abroad, ec. When any FaFors are 
wanting Swpplies of Goods, to give Warr mts wm the Treaſyry-Office for rhe 
tame under the Preſidents own Hand and Seal, or his Deputy; and nothing 
delivered without this Method. And when Goods are broxght in, then to, 
take Account of the ſame, and give an Acconrt to the Preſedent of them, and 
Enter them in that Office alſo. If any Servart Dzeth, to receive Informati- 
va of it, and make Record. If any xz away, to receive Information, 
aud take Order of .the Preſident about it, exc. If any be.s:ck, to llue 
IFarrants for their help by the Preſidents Order, &c. If Cattle Dye, to Re- 
corditz If any be xcreaſed, to Record the Place, Kind, Nuz:ber. To 
DD | receive 
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The Free Society of Traders, &c. 


receive every eek a particular Account of all Overſeers, Fad#ors, &c. of all 
Ixcreaſes and Decreaſes of Trade, &Cc. | 
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The Treaſury Office, 


O this Office ſhall belong the TREASURER, Two Clerks, Por- 
| ters, Butchers, Water-men, Carr-men , Chyrurgeon, Husbandmen, 
Handicrafts, &c, every one of them giving Account to the Treaſurer of 
their Works, and all to be Recorded in the Treaſ#ry-0ffice, and to be Tran(- 
mitted into the Secretary s-Office every Seven dates, and all thoſe Officers 
and Servants to be diretedin their Proceedings by Warrants from the Pre- 
fedent or his Deputy, and nothing to be delivered out without the ſame, to 
prevent Deceit, &c. And that there ſhall be Two Ware-houſes, one for Ex- 
portation, and the other fur I#portation : Unto each of them ſhall belogg 
a Clerk, to keep Journals of Goods Come In and Gone Ont > and to keep the 
Warrants, from the Prefident for their Security. And that if any Goods are 
.received in, 'and wot Recorded in the Serrefary and Treaſury-Offce within 
two dajes, it ſhall be a Forfeizure of ſuch Penalty thought fir to be Impoled 
by the Conrt of 4{ſeſtants. - 
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The Surveyozs Office, 


O this Office ſhall belong the Surveyor, an Aſſiſtant, a Clerk, a 
Searcher. = | 
This Surveyor ſhall Yiew all Ships, and what is thereunto belonging, whe- 

ther fit to be made uſe of for the Soczety's Service or no ; and make Re- 

port to the Preſidevt. He ſhall Overſee all Overſeers, Servants, their Works, 
and make Record of them all, giving Information of all things in the Secre- 
tary-Office, and to the Preſident or his Deputy; and keeping Record in his 

Office of the ſame. Re ſhyll ſeeall Goods Shryped Safely and others Landed ; 

He ſhall view all Ware-houſes, their Goods that they be kept well, ec. 

That all Warrants from the Preſedent, be duly pur in Execution, Sarvey all 

| + Entries and Invozces, all Buildings, all Cattles, &c. that the Soczety may not 

A ſuffer by any ; keeping a Journal of all things which are every ſever daies 

to be Compared with the Secretary-Office, where all things are to be Re- 

corded. And Record being July made, all the Books to be*ſrgred by the 

Preſident or his Deputy, and afterwards to ſtand for good and Jult Atings in 
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The Free Society 7 Traders, &c. 


the Court of Committee and Aſſiſtints ; Ani thi- botag palled, never moreto 
be recalled. 


The Miners Office, 


FO this Office ſhall belong an Agent, Clerks, Miners, Refiners, Brick- 
mukers, Tile-makers, Potters, Lime-burners, CC. 


The Agent (hall daily receive Informations from the Miners, &C. of What 
1s done, and make Record of it in his Office, and ſhall be $7gzed by the 


_ Clerk and himfelf. Then to ſend it to the Secretary-Office every ſeven 


daies there to be Recorded; the Preſident or De;uty having approved the 
ſame. And the Agent ſhall Anſwer tor all Defaults and Wrong done to the 
Society in any of the things, that are under h1s C/tody, until they are Ke. 
corded and Received in the Cuſtody of the Treaſurer. 


"Theſe are the Heads, upon which the Soczety 1s to be Governed, and the 
Offices by which all- is Adminiſtred and ſecured from Fraud and Deceit.: 
What further is neceffary for the ſame, muſt be left to the Wiſdom of the 
Preſedent and Court of Ajſiſtants, who 1n time may give an Exact Account of 
other things relating thereuntc, 


_ 


For the Conveniency of {uch who are deſirous to Subſcribe to The Stock 
of this Society, if they pleaſe to. Apply themſelves to Philip Ford in Bow- 


Lane near Cheap-ſide, there their Sublcriptions may be Entred, 
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